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Foreword 
‘There is sometimes a mismatch between what we are and the where and how we 
operate. Our expertise in mental health care, knowledge base, staff and  partnerships 
are truly world class. Some of our buildings, facilities within them, and services provided 
aren’t always world class.

We are stewards of endowments which started in 1247. We have had substantial capital 
receipts in the past two years. It is our duty to invest wisely in a balanced portfolio and 
seek to leave a worthy legacy as those who held office before us did. Hence this project.’
 
Kumar Jacob, Chair, SLaM CF 

Preface
The aim of the project is to deliver a world class centre of excellence for teaching, 
learning, meetings, lectures and events on the Maudsley Hospital campus of SLaM FT.  

Prior to this application submission, a suite of 4 documents detailing the design process 
were submitted which formed a pre-application submission for the project, in January 
2011. The pre-aplication submission was preceded by three ‘booklets’ used internally by 
SLaM CF and SLaM FT, which recorded the progress of the early stages of the project, 
named;

-Project Learning Potential, ‘A Vision for Learning at SLaM’ January 2010 
-Project Learning Potential, ‘The Journey Continues’ June 2010 
-Project Learning Potential, ‘Architecture Develops’ August 2010

Information from these booklets is available for download from the project blog page at 
www.newlearningcentre.org.

Guide to this document
The Design and Access Statement onsiders the design concepts and principles which 
have been applied to the proposed development and also how issues related to the 
design have been dealt with as the scheme has evolved. It is written in accordance 
with the CABE guidlines for Design and Access Statements and follows the process 
undertaken by the design team over a 18 month period. This process, in line with 
CABE’s recommendations, is iterative, sequential and reflective of research and findings 
gathered. 

There are two appendices at the end of this document, Appendix 1, ‘The Project’ covers 
further detail about the work undertaken during the project so far and Appendix 2, 
‘Context Study’, includes more detail of the survey undertaken of the local context. 

There a number of other reports which have been submitted also as part of this 
application submission;

-Planning Statement (Signet Planning)
-Sustainability Assessment and Checklist (Skelly and Couch)
-BREEAM Initial Assessment (MLM)
-Ecological Assessment (MLM)
-Bat Survey (MLM)
-Statement of Community Involvement (Local Dialogue)
-Historic Environment Assessment (MOLA)
-Transport Statement (Colin Buchanan)
-Travel Plan (Colin Buchanan)
-Arborocultural Impact Assessment (Dr Frank Hope)
-Daylight and Sunlight Assessment (Skelly and Couch)
-Site Waste Management Plan (Frontline Project Management) 
-Planning Obligations Statement (Signet Planning) 
-Demolition Method Statement (submitted in respect of the application for 
Conservation Area Consent) (Frontline Project Management) 
-Summary Report (Signet Planning)

A125
New Learning Centre
Application submission to the London Borough of Southwark
May 2011



Glossary of terms 

SLaM FT  South London and Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust
SLaM CF South London and Maudsley NHS Trust Charitable Funds 
STC  Southwark Training Centre
IoP  Institute of Psychiatry 
KCH  Kings College Hospital
KHP  Kings Health Partners
AHSC  Academic Health Science Centre
CAGS  Clinical and Academic Groups
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01. Introduction to the project
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01.01 SLaM CF, SLaM FT, and KHP

The intention of this project is to demolish the existing STC building and build a centre 
for learning which is truly fit for 21st century learning.  For a more detailed account of the 
project refer to Appendix 1. 

The charity invests in projects to support improved mental healthcare, well-being, 
research, training and development. SLaM NHS Trust Charitable Funds is separate from 
SLaM NHS Foundation Trust although both organisations work in partnership to promote 
mental healthcare. 

SLaM Charitable Funds is investing in the redevelopment of the teaching and learning 
facilities at the Maudsley campus for the benefit of SLaM NHS Foundation Trust and in 
support of its role in Kings Health Partners.

King’s Health Partners is an Academic Health Sciences Centre that comprises SLaM 
NHS Foundation Trust, King’s College London, King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation 
Trust and Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust. The aim of the King’s Health 
Partners is to ensure research is applied more effectively within clinical services. This will 
be achieved through the creation of Clinical Academic Groups that will bring together 
research, clinical services and educational activity.

Training and learning will be key to the Clinical Academic Groups and SLaM Charitable 
Funds’ proposals for the new Learning Centre will help support this. SLaM NHS Trust 
Charitable Funds is a charity that is not linked to NHS budgets. It is therefore able to fund 
this important project. 
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01.02 The project site

The project site is located within the Maudsley Hospital Campus facing onto Grove Lane 
along the eastern boundary of the campus, between No. 1 Windsor Walk and Lyndhurst 
Primary School.  

The  site is owned by SLAM FT, as trustees of SLaM CF. The site area is approximately 
2,418sqm. The existing Southwark Training Centre (STC) stands on the site. 

Not all of the land within the Maudsley Hospital Campus is owned by SLAM FT. For 
example 16-21 Windsor Walk is owned by The Fetal Medicine Foundation. Refer to 
Appendix 2, The Context Study for further details of land ownerships. 

Key 
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Key 

1. Top left- Southwark Training Centre 

2. Bottom left- STC floor plans 

3. Below- Key for plans and pie chart 

4. Right pie chart showing space usage in 
the STC 
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01.03 The existing facilities and the mis-match with reality

The Southwark Training Centre 
The STC was built in the 1970’s. It is the main teaching and learning facility on the 
Maudsley Hospital Campus. It is a two story building constructed of dark brown brick 
and a partly flat, partly tiled roof with a central acrylic dome over the hexagonal section. 
The current building is in 2 sections having been extensively extended in the 1980’s with 
similar materials. The original, hexagonal part was attached to a 16 storey tower which 
contained nurses accommodation. This tower was demolished and replaced bythe 
SGDP building,  a 5 storey building which houses research functions of the IoP. The gross 
internal floor area of the building is 1147sqm and the site footprint at ground level is 
615.5sqm.  

The existing Southwark Training Centre mostly provides mandatory training only to SLaM 
staff e.g. health and safety, safeguarding, computer skills.  The centre is also used as a 
meeting/event venue by SLaM staff and is occasionally let to external users.

There is no obvious entrance to the STC from Grove Lane nor is there any signage or 
other clear markers to denote an entrance to the SLaM campus. Accessing the STC and 
the SLaM site from Grove Lane involves passing around the back of the STC, adjacent to 
the plant room and the bin store on a narrow and stepped pathway. However the STC is 
currently normally accessed through the campus by its users who are already on site. 

The building is in poor condition and is uninviting with security bars on the ground floor 
windows. The building shows no relationship with the outside world and has little street 
presence. 

When inside the building the story continues, there is little or no daylight in some of 
the key spaces including the main lecture hall and the breakout areas. Accessibility for 
those with disabilities is poor. The building is difficult to navigate, the two wings being 
unconnected at first floor level relying on two internal staircases. There is limited storage 
space within the building and an inadequate drink/food offer for visitors. 

The teaching spaces are few in number and some of them, because of the hexagonal 
form, difficult to organise. There is inadequate ventilation and little integrated IT in the key 
teaching spaces, and few supplementary IT facilities which are difficult to gain access to 
and as a result are under-used. 

Existing Ground Floor- STC Existing First Floor- STC
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01.04 The vision for learning spaces for the future

Appendix 1 ‘The Project’ records in detail the 12 month Immersion Programme which 
members of the team engaged in from the outset the beginning of the project. This began 
with a set of questions about the future of learning at SLaM to be addressed during the 
project and culminated in a set of vision statements.

During the Immersion programme buildings were visited, interviews and workshops were 
conducted and a learning process was undertaken by the team and key mambers of 
the SLaM staff. An extensive consultation programme, both internal and external, was 
undertaken throughout the project. This is detailed in the Statement of Consultation by 
Local Dialogue which accompanies this submission.  

In one of the building visits, the team visited the Rolex Learning Centre in Lausanne by 
SANAA Architects. The building represents a seismic shift in learning environments from 
what is currently at SLaM and demonstrates the aspiration of the project. 

Key 

1. Image- top row  
Rolex Centre SANAA  

2. Table- bottom left 
The 10 Vision Statements produced by the 
team in the early stages of the project 

3. Diagram- bottom right 
Diagram showing the spaces of the Blizard 
building- for more info refer to Appendix 1

1. ‘The building will represent the world class reputation of SLaM’

2. ‘The building will be a catalyst for change’

3. ‘The building will act as a hub for teaching and learning’ 

4. ‘The building will stimulate community wide engagement’

5. ‘The building will be state of the art for learning’

6. ‘The building will be innovative in design and construction’

7. ‘The building will be environmentally sustainable’

8. ‘The building will promote interaction between all its users’

9. ‘The building will be welcoming, friendly and accessible to all’

10. ‘The building will support learning by anyone, anywhere, at any time’

WI-FI

WI-FI
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OPEN PLAN LABORATORIES
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01.05 Project brief and economic assessment  

Brief
The vision for the new centre is ‘to promote learning for anyone, anywhere, at any 
time’.  The new centre will offer greater functionality, amenity, extended opening hours 
and a high level of customer service than the existing Southwark Training Centre. The 
new centre will not only be the centre for mandatory training but will also become a 
venue for medical and professional training in psychiatry, psychology, psychotherapy 
and occupational therapy. The centre will be a hub for all learning throughout the SLaM 
organisation.  

The centre will provide a venue for events that SLaM currently hold at external venues 
such as Members meetings, conferences and recruitment events.
The centre will also be made available as a venue for meetings/events for use by 
community groups and other external organisations.

The brief for the new building has been borne out of the 10 vision statements on the 
previous page. 

Space Requirements
Based on an analysis of expected use and with reference to Learning & Skills Council’s 
guidelines the space budget has been estimated as 1550m2. The existing centre is 
1147m2. The intention is that the new centre focuses on delivering learning and training 
and therefore the intention would be for the Nursing Directorate staff currently housed in 
the STC to be relocated to other SLaM buildings.

As well as high quality and adaptable teaching space, the new centre will offer 
significantly more amenity space, including:
- Wifi access
-Newspapers, periodicals and information about local transport/amenities.
- A small cafe offering light refreshments and lunch
-Flexible breakout areas for exhibitions/meetings and events
-Fully landscaped gardens and external areas including new semi-mature trees
 
Opening Hours
Maximum extended opening hours are proposed as follows;

Mondays-Fridays  7am – 9pm
Saturdays  8am – 9pm
Sundays/Bank holidays 10am – 6pm
Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year’s Day

Employment opportunities
The twenty existing Education and Training Staff are not expected to return to the 
building once complete.  The existing staff will be relocated to other learning SLaM 
venues (NB not all in Southwark). Whilst these staff members are still expected to be 
involved in arranging events at the building, they will not be based there.  Likewise the 12 
Nursing Directorate staff that are also being relocated.  Additional jobs are being created 
in centre management and servicing roles. The intention is that the centre management 
service will make for a more efficient, better used building and that ‘state of the art’ 
learning space is maximised.  Of course, by delivering greater capacity for learners, 
the expectation is that we will be creating more Full Time Equivalent (FTE)  hours for 
sessional tutors.    

Cultural community opportunities
The proposal also has the potential for arts related events such as displays of SLaM’s art 
collection or service-user art or potentially work by local artists.  

Key 

The Maze by William Kurelek (1927-1977) 
From SLaM art collection 
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01.06 Planning considerations 

Consideration has been given throughout the design process to planning policy guidance 
particularly as the site is located within the Camberwell Grove Conservation Area. For 
a full report on the National, regional and local planing guidance, refer to the Planning 
Statement by Signet Planning which accompanies this submission. 

National Planning Guidance
The design has been developed with specific reference to the following National Plan-
ning Policies; PPS1: Delivering Sustainable Development (2005), PPS1: Supplement: 
Planning and Climate Change (2007), PPS5: Planning for the Historic Environment 
(2010), PPS22: Renewable Energy (2004). With reference to the latter, a detailed study 
has been undertaken to assess the feasibility of on-site renewable technologies. To 
achieve the proposed 20% renewable target as part of the proposed development, 
the use of a ground source heat pump installation (by use of closed loop boreholes) is 
proposed to give 10% and roof mounted PV’s to give 11%.

Regional Planning Guidance
In light of Policy 4B.1 and 4B.3, of the London Plan, the development promotes high 
quality inclusive design, enhances the quality of the public realm, respects local context 
and character, and is accessible, usable, and permeable for all users, whilst at the same 
time, practical and legible. In accordance with Policy 4B.8 the Proposed Development 
respects the local context and enhances local, social and physical characteristics.

Local Planning Guidance
The saved policies of the London Borough of Southwark Unitary Development Plan 
(adopted July 2007), provides the local contextual policy guidance in relation to the Site.

Consideration has been given to Policy 3.13 which identifies principles for achieving 
good urban design. To ensure high quality architectural and urban design, significant 
time has been spent assessing both the existing site, the Maudsley Hospital Campus 
and surrounding area (refer to Appendix 2 of this submission). This has considered 
issues such as setbacks, boundary conditions, landscape, building heights and massing. 
Particular interest has been paid to architectural detailing in order to preserve and 
enhance the site’s setting within the Camberwell Grove Conservation Area. 

Local Development Framework- Core Strategy
In accordance with Strategic Policy 1, a Sustainability Checklist  accompanies the 
submission. Sustainable design principles have been central to the design of the new 
Learning Centre seeking to achieve the highest possible environmental standards 
and targets for emission reductions. Refer to further sections of this document on 
sustainability.  A Sustainable Travel Plan also accompanies the submission to promote 
walking, cycling and the use of public transport. The BREEAM requirements ensure 
significant cycling facilities. 

A key aim of the project is to allow flexible spaces to be used by a range of different 
users from the local community in accordance with Strategic Policy 4.

The design respects its setting within the Camberwell Grove Conservation Area and 
therefore enhances Southwark’s historic environment in line with emerging Strategic 
Policy 12. The new Learning Centre will achieve the highest possible standards of design 
both internally and externally and will create an attractive and distinctive environment for 
teaching and learning as well as enhancing the Conservation Area.   

The Camberwell Grove Conservation Area Appraisal (August 2003) highlights Maudsley 
Hospital as a potential site for development. More specifically to the Site, it considers 
the main development opportunities, and key issues would include the establishment 
of appropriate frontages along Grove Lane, establishment of preferred development 
heights, particularly improving on development efficiency, and minimising the visual 
impact of car parking. The design of the proposals for the new Learning Centre has 
paid particular regard to the site layout, building heights, car park provision, and with 
particular emphasis on the way the building addresses Grove Lane and the Georgian 
residential properties. 

The Proposed Development, through the attention to detail of the surrounding buildings, 
will result in a significant improvement to the contribution made by the Site to the 
characteristics of the Conservation Area. Specific aspects of the Site also seek to knit 
the Site more appropriately within its surroundings. Significant regard has been had to 
the site layout and appearance of the proposals, providing a permanent structure for 
teaching and learning, whilst respecting its surrounding setting with the Conservation 
Area.
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02.01 Camberwell

The Maudsley Hospital campus is located on Denmark Hill, in Camberwell, South 
London. 

Camberwell is an urban area located 2.5 miles south of central London within the London 
Borough of Southwark. It is apparently so-called because the waters from the area’s 
wells became famous for their healing properties. The area originated as one of London’s 
unique and distinctive villages and has a history dating back to Roman times. It has a 
strong and active local community notably represented by community groups such as 
the Camberwell Society, the SE5 Forum and the Camberwell Community Council. 

A number of significant institutions are located in Camberwell including Camberwell 
School of Arts, the William Booth Memorial Training College (Salvation Army), Kings 
college Hospital and the Maudsley Hospital campus (SLaM FT).

Key 

Clockwise from top left 

Map of South London showing location of 
Camberwell within Southwark and London 
 
Map of Camberwell showing Maudsley 
Hospital Campus and neighbouring 
tree-lined streets of Camberwell Grove 
Conservation Area 

Map of Camberwell showing the project 
site
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02.02 Listed buildings and Conservation Areas

The Maudsley Hospital Campus sits within Sub-Area 4 of the Camberwell Grove 
Conservation Area. The Camberwell Grove Conservation area was originally designated 
in June 1970 and was adapted in 2003 to include the Maudsley Hospital Campus. Sub-
area 4 of the Conservation Area is defined significantly by the buildings of the Maudsley 
Hospital Campus. The project site lies on the boundary edge of this District and faces 
District 1, which contains Camberwell Grove and Grove Lane, unique streets which have 
a particular character. 

The approach adopted is to relate the proposed new Learning Centre building back to 
the hospital site but make it address and respond to the wider Conservation Area and the 
well preserved Georgian streets it faces.  

Responding to Listed Buildings and the historic environment
A detailed assessment has been carried out (refer to Appendix 02) of the character of the 
surrounding area, to ensure that the new Learning Centre is appropriate to its setting in 
these terms, whilst also respecting its setting within the Camberwell Grove Conservation 
Area.

There are no listed buildings immediately adjacent to the site although there are a number 
of Grade II Listed properties and gate posts further along Grove Lane and on Camberwell 
Grove. The poor quality of the existing Southwark Training Centre building currently 
detracts from the Conservation Area. Its only positive contribution comes from the 
collection of mature self-seeded sycamore trees at the front of the site. 

Paragraph 6 of PPS5: Planning for the Historic Environment (2010) states that planning 
has a central role to play in conserving our heritage assets and utilising the historic 
environment in creating sustainable places. The concept and detial design for this 
proposal have been executed with this policy in mind. Refer to the Planning Statement 
and the Historic Environment report by MoLA which accompanies this submission. 

The demolition of the Southwark Training Centre and the replacement with a new high 
quality and sensitively designed building with high quality landscaping will be a major 
benefit to the local area and a positive contribution to the fabric of the built environment 
in the Conservation Area. 

Key 

Drawing above 

Map of Camberwell showing Sub-Areas 
within the Camberwell Grove Conservation 
Area 

Listed buildings 
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02.03 Architectural context  

The area immediately surrounding the project site contains some of the most important 
and best preserved Georgian architecture in London. 

The streets and alleys consist of beautiful Georgian buildings and mature trees, in-
filled with some later buildings. There appears to exist a set of principles which are 
commonplace, creating an overall character. This character is unique and something to 
be preserved and enhanced within the proposal. These characteristics and attributes 
include:

-Distinctive mature trees in a variety of native and non-native species
-Buildings defined by set backs from the street edge
-Well crafted boundaries and edge conditions between buildings and streets
-Buildings, engaging with and framed by landscape and planting 
-Buildings with particular and fine detail especially at ground floor level
-Brick buildings with large openings

All of the above are discussed in the following sections. The streets studied in detail are 
Grove Lane, Windsor Walk, De Crespigny Park and Camberwell Grove. 

Key 

Images above 

Top row 
Terraces and large scale individual ‘villa’ 
residential buildings of the Georgian era 
set in mature urban landscaping including 
substantial trees.
 
Middle row 
Smaller and individual/semi-detached 
residential buildings occur with attractive 
landscaping.

Bottom row 
Buildings are attractive and finely detailed 
especially at street and ground level.



                           www.dugganmorrisarchitects.com / A125 / 29

02.04 Responding to the Framework for the Maudsley Hospital 
Campus 

Emoli Petroschka Architects has developed a strategy for how development will take 
place on the Maudsley Hospital Campus in the future. Its central ideas were borne out of 
an extensive consultation exercise, followed by a thorough analysis of the campus as a 
whole. A Framework has been established that will steer future development on the site.  
Our proposals will sit comfortably within this long-term vision.

Central to the framework is the creation of a network of tree lined avenues which cross 
the campus, allowing simpler and clearer negotiation of the site for service users, staff 
and visitors alike. It’s aim is to breakdown the feeling of the campus being a ‘closed’ 
urban block unnavigable and unfamiliar to those in the local community. 
 
Principal elements of the Framework:

1. Town and Landscape.
Under ‘Town and Landscape’ the vision suggests that a range of external
spaces are created being public, semi-private and private in nature. The framework 
describes forecourts, piazzas, avenues, garden squares, and roof terraces as key ‘types’ 
of external space to be considered on the campus. These considerations form a key 
aspect of the project proposals for the New Learning Centre with a range of public, semi-
public and private landscape spaces and gardens ‘stitched’ through the site and onto the 
buildings.

2. Townscape and Buildings.
The Framework stresses the importance of ‘frontages and boundary conditions’ of 
buildings on the site.  The new Learning Centre proposals respond to this with the garden 
wall, the gates and the replacement railings. It also discusses the importance of ‘layering’ 
within the buildings as well as the importance of circulation within the buildings.

Finally in this section it recommends brick as a material, the use of brick being a
language that is ‘soft, calm and warm’.

In other parts of the Framework document, when discussing architectural proposals in 
more detail it makes the following recommendations:

-High quality public realm
-Simple and clear navigation
- Walled gardens
- Sustainability
- Spatial and functional flexibility
- Light and airy spaces
 

Key 

1.  The Maudsley Hospital campus 
 

2.  Project site 
 

03 Strategic Framework

 Proposed Diagram

Schematic Visualisation
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03.01 The STC site 

The site is approximately 2,418sqm in area. It is part of the Maudsley Hospital Campus. It 
faces Grove Lane and backs onto the Maudsley Hospital campus and currently occupied 
by the Southwark Training Centre.

Security  
The site forms the eastern boundary of the campus on Grove Lane. Metal railings sit on 
this boundary. There are two gates in this railing; separate pedestrian and vehicle gates.  

Trees
The Arboricultural Impact Assessment report by Dr. Frank Hope which accompanies 
this submission covers the existing trees in some detail. There are a number of self-
seeded but mature sycamores on the site and a number of smaller trees. There will be 
significantly more trees on the site as part of the proposal.  

Slope
The ground slopes 2.5m in height downwards across the site from south to north. 

Landscape/Ecology
The Ecology Report by MLM which accompanies this submission provides further 
information and details of the low quality of the existing soft landscaping around the 
existing building which is poor and consists of mainly self-set trees and grasses. There is 
little planting giving seasonal interest and colour or insect habitat. 

Street presence and sense of entry
The building has very little street presence, and there is no indication of its function or 
purpose on the street. The entrance is difficult to find and awkward, presenting a closed 
back-of-house position which neither enhances or contributes to the character of the 
street or the Conservation Area. 

1

2

Key 

1.  Grove Lane 

2.  STC. Current training building on site to 
be demolished as part of this proposal  

3.  No 1 Windsor Walk 

4.  Denmark Hill Station  

4

3
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03.02 Buildings surrounding the site 

The buildings surrounding the site are a mixture of 4/3/5 storey buildings of varying ages 
and styles.  There is no prevailing architectural style but the dominant material is brick 
albeit from a mixed palette of colours textures and bonds.  

 

Key 

1.  Grove Lane 
3 storey Victorian residential terraces 

2.  Southwark Training Centre 

3.  Block of flats  
4 storey building on Grove Lane 

4.  Windsor Walk 
IoP tenanted buildings behind the site  

5. 4/5 storey building height across site 

6.  2 storey STC building on site 

 

No1 Windsor Walk 

Existing building heights accross the site

View of site and Grove Lane from northern side

View of site and Grove Lane from southern side
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03.02 Buildings surrounding the site 

Immediately opposite the site, on the east side of Grove Lane from the site, is a row of 
three storey residential terraced houses and a four storey block of flats.

On the west side of the site lie buildings occupied by the IoP. The Social Genetic 
Developmental Psychiatry building (SGDP) building is a 5 storey metal and terracotta clad 
research building immediately adjacent to the site and behind that on De Crespigny Park 
lies the IoP’s main building which is seven storeys.  

To the north of the site is Lyndhurst Primary School, see image bottom, left. Although 
only a two storey building it has very high storey heights and it has a large pitched roof. 

Key 

1.  Grove Lane 
3 storey Victorian residential terraces 

2.  Southwark Training Centre 

3.  IoP building on De Crespigny Park.  
7 storey main building 

4.  SGDP building  
5 storey research building immediately 
behind the site 

5.  Lyndhurst Primary School 
Immediately adjacent to site  

6. 5. 4/5 storey building height across site 

7.  2 storey STC building on site 

STC and IoP SDGR building

Existing building heights across the site

Lyndhurst School on Grove lane 
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03.03 Site observations

The two storey STC building currently on the site is significantly lower than its immediate 
neighbours and the overall site area is under-used in comparison. 

Given the sensitivity of the context however, any proposed development should not sit 
higher than its immediate neighbours. The majority of the buildings on the Maudsley 
Campus are between three and five stories. 

behind the site sits the IoP SGDP building, a bulky metal and terracotta clad building with 
little reference to its context and no interaction with it’s surrounding landscape. In fact the 
building appears to be surrounded by a dry ‘moat’. 

Setbacks
There are windows on the facades of Nos 1-3 Windsor Walk and the IoP Social 
Genetic Developmental Psychiatry (SGDP) building, immediately adjacent to our site, 
looking directly onto it. Both of these  buildings are occupied by the IoP. Our proposed 
development will be required to be set back from both of these buildings. 

Key 

  Site photographs from Grove Lane 

Gap between buildings 
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04. Site concepts and design strategy
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04.01 Height and mass options testing

The brief concludes that a building with an approximate gross internal area of 1550sqm 
will be required. The gross internal area of the existing STC building currently on the site 
is 1147sqm. 

Following the initial set of site investigations, a series of height and mass studies were 
undertaken. 23 1:200 cardboard models were made in total over the course of 2 weeks. 
Throughout this design, testing and analysis stage, the team were investigating the 
following;

-Position of the building on the site
-Relationship to the surrounding trees and neighbouring buildings
-Massing and set-back from Grove Lane
-Relationship with the framework or vision ideas for the campus
-Height of the building and its relationship with the sloping ground 
-Location of entry and exit points of the building 
-External space
-Materiality of the proposal 
-Composition of the facade 
-Likely environmental strategy 

The first model was an intuitive response to the brief and the site constraints. It is a 
simple rectangular box, its proportions a simple extrusion of the building area that the 
brief required. This response rather than some of the more complex forms, began to 
inform the subsequent stages of the design process. 

Key 

  Cardboard height and mass studies 
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04.01 Height and mass options testing 

Whilst undertaking the process of testing options of height and mass, many ideas for 
the building were generated which were then examined and tested in following stages of 
design development; 

- With a relatively small building, a simple rectangular form was more appropriate for the 
site and building programme
- Referencing the context, a brick building was appropriate
- A ground plus three storey building was the maximum size
- A substantial set-back from the surrounding buildings was appropriate
- With a deep plan a void would be required in the centre for passive environmental 
systems to work to reduce energy consumption
-The building could wrap around the external space between it and Grove Lane as a 
private front garden space
-The building could ‘step’ down to the north following the natural fall in the site
- A rooftop space might offer good views and would be an inspiring and popular space 
for learning and possible use by the local community

Key 

Images of models: ideas to investigate 

1.  Simple form  

2.  Void for environmental strategy 

3.   External rooftop space 
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04.02 Height and massing in context

Heights
In summary, the building will not be higher than any of its neighbours and will 
follow a natural line of building height along Grove Lane from Lyndhurst Primary 
School to no 1. Windsor Walk, shown by the red line in the images, left. It is 
lower in height than 2 of its immediate neighbours, No 2-4 Windsor Walk and 
the SDGP building, shown by the red line, left. 

Massing 
The model shows that the proposal sits comfortably within the context of the 
masses of the existing buildings around the site. 
   

Key 

1.  No. 1 Windsor Walk 

2.  SGDP building 

3. Lyndhurst Primary School 

  

Grove Lane

New Learning Centre
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04.03 Footprint and position

The site is surrounded by unremarkable 3/4/5 storey buildings one of which is the IoP 
SGDP building. Whilst the footprint of it is similar in width to our proposal, we propose to 
‘rotate’ our footprint so that it is more aligned with Grove Lane and has its own sense of 
proportion as a stand-alone ‘pavilion’ building sitting within the streetscape, which similar 
to the Georgian terraces on Grove Lane and Camberwell Grove. 

To retain as many of the high quality trees as possible on the site, the position of the 
footprint must be located clear of any of their root protection zones as identified by BS 
9511 (refer to Frank Hope’s Tree survey, part of this submission).

To allow the development of the Framework for the Maudsley Hospital Campus, the 
footprint sits clear of the route of the two proposed tree lined avenues crossing the site 
as part of the vision set out in the Framework. 

To limit the impact of a taller building on the site on the row of 3 storey terraces on Grove 
Lane, the building is pulled to the north as far as possible on the site. 

In order to improve the amenity of pedestrians using Grove Lane and give the building a 
more proper setting on Grove Lane the boundary treatment has been pulled back from 
the pavement edge.  
   

Key 

Site strategy diagrams 

1. Simple form  

2. Rotate 

3. Set back from avenue 
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Key 

1.  Buildings abut the street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buildings hard up against the 
pavement and street 

2.  Small houses with small setbacks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Smaller houses (some typical interwar 
semi’s) with small but well kept front 
gardens 

3.  Larger buildings with slightly larger 
set-backs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gardens get larger as the size of the 
terraced houses increases

04.04 Set backs and site position

Found condition
Buildings in the area have particular relationships with the street edge. Setback of 
buildings from the street edge tends to be dictated by the size of the building. Generally 
residential buildings (both detached and terraced) are set back between 2-6m from the 
street creating individual front gardens. Larger, later built residential buildings, often 
containing multiple dwellings, are set back further from the street. However, many of the 
Maudsley Hospital buildings along De Crespigny Park abut the street with little setback.

 

4.  Large terraces with large set-back 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Georgian terraces on Grove Lane and 
Camberwell Grove have large and often 
shared front gardens  

5.  Flat blocks with substantial set-backs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Large blocks with large set backs 
(other side of Grove Lane from STC) 

6. Southwark Training Centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Small set back from Grove Lane 
 
 
 
 

Large set-backs 
on Grove Lane
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04.05 Set backs and site position  

An ‘English Garden Pavilion’
Our concept is an English garden with a delicate ‘pavilion-like’ building executed in a 
soft brick, with lime mortar, set back from Grove Lane behind existing mature trees. The 
footprint of the proposal will be set back from Grove Lane by around 15m. This is 5m 
further back from Grove Lane than the existing building. 

Access and entry
Following the early consultation stages with the Crime Prevention Design Advisor from 
Southwark Police, and PC David Kerridge-Smith (Southwark police’s liaison officer on 
site at the Maudsley) and in alignment with the Framework for the Maudsley Hospital 
Campus, and consultation with some local residents, there will be two key entry points to 
the site. 

The majority of building users will be SLaM FT staff and IoP staff and therefore will enter 
the site from the west side of the building, within the campus grounds.  

When the Maudsley Campus grounds are closed, the entry point on Grove Lane will be 
used by those not already within the campus. This will be by way of a pedestrian gate 
in the railing either side of the garden wall. The gate will be operated by an electronic 
opening and closing device with an audio/video monitoring system by the management 
team within the building. 

Key 

Site strategy diagram 
1. Main access points in to the Learning 
Centre. Bulk opposite the large set back 
on Grove lane 
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Key 

Images, clockwise from  above 

Top row 
Solid brick walls on Grove Lane  
 
Middle row 
Boundaries created by greenery 

Bottom row 
Punctured walls allowing views

04.06 Existing boundary conditions
 
There is a distinct set of boundary conditions to nearby buildings and spaces in the 
surrounding context. These range from high brick walls (top row, left) to boundaries 
constructed from soft landscaping (middle row, left) to a particular and unusual condition 
found on Grove Lane (bottom row, left), where the brick boundary wall on the street edge 
is punctured by openings at eye level. These openings allow the passer-by views into the 
controlled space beyond which is a shared, semi-private garden space, enjoyed by the 
occupants of all of the houses it faces. Occupied external spaces can be controlled by 
these methods creating differing conditions ranging from private to semi-public to public 
or open.  

Fixed boundary
with visual 
transparency

Boundary 
with soft 
landscaping

Controlled 
Entry

Boundary 
with soft 
landscaping
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04.07 Proposed boundary conditions 

The boundary of the Maudsley Hospital campus will remain across the edge of the 
project site on Grove Lane. 

Repositioning the Boundary wall
The existing wall and metal railing along the boundary of the site on Grove Lane will 
be replaced with a new wall and railing. It will be repositioned and set further back into 
the Campus and the site, thereby extending the width of the very narrow pavement to 
become similar to the pavement in front of Lyndhurst School next door. 

The existing set of mature sycamores will be on the pavement side of this repositioned 
boundary treatment line however the land will remain in the ownership of SLaM CF. The 
sycamores will be contained with a porous hard surface treatment. The surface finish on 
the extended part of the pavement will be different to the existing pavement within the 
ownership of Southwark Council. It will have a level junction with the remaining pavement 
creating a clear distinction to where the SLaM CF land lies. The new finish will be a high 
quality hard paving surface which will be applied consistently throughout the whole site, 
connecting the new public realm to the new Learning Centre and the Maudsley Hospital 
Campus.  

The relocation of the boundary wall was a design solution which was developed following 
pre-application discussions with Southwark Council and after presenting the project to 
the Southwark Design Review Panel and is part of a desire to give the Maudsley Hospital 
Campus a proper frontage on Grove Lane. It was also welcomed in consultation with 
some Grove Lane residents. It will be a major improvement to the public realm on this 
part of Grove Lane. 

Architecturally this forms a clear and simple extrusion of the building’s form into the 
landscape, framing the external space and creating an ‘outdoor room’ for learning. This 
solution is akin to the ‘walls with holes’ noted on Grove Lane, allowing views through 
them whilst still maintaining a line of security to the site and the boundary of the campus

Either side of this wall there will be a separate pedestrian gate (to the south) and vehicle 
and pedestrian gates (to the north) replacing the existing ones. These gates will be 
managed, observed, opened and closed with the other entry and exit points across the 
campus. They will be closed and locked between 7pm and 7:30am and the railings will 
form a secure barrier out of hours. The boundaries will also be planted with new trees 
and shrubs as well as engaging with the existing mature trees on the site, ensuring that 
the boundaries are brought to life with planing and colour, softening them and replicating 
the boundaries found on other parts of the surrounding context. 
     

Key 

Images, clockwise from top left 

Visual showing ‘perforated’ boundary wall. 

Construction of stagered brickwork wall. 

Existing staggered brickwork wall. 

Example patternated brick wall. 

Plan showing location of proposed scheme 
and provision of public walkways in 
immediate context.

Existing pavement 

Proposed pavement 
Lyndhurst School 

New learning Centre 

Fixed boundary
with visual 
transparency
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04.08 Trees in the context

There are multiple varieties of trees scattered throughout the surrounding context, some 
of which are shown opposite. They vary from trees which are synonymous with the 
public realm of London (such as the Plane) and those which are more typically found in 
domestic gardens. The Arboricultural Impact Assessment report by Dr. Frank Hope which 
accompanies this submission describes the trees on site in detail. 

Key 

1.  Mountain Ash Tree (Rowan) 
-Once credited for magical powers 
when planted near dwellings 
-Grows well in gardens 
-Leaves: compound 
-Can tolerate many soil types and sites 
-Can be planted close together as a 
screen

2.  Cherry Blossom 
-The most common to London  is  
Japanese ornamental cherry tree 
Grows up to 15m, round crown. 
-They flower for a few weeks at the end 
of March, beginning of April each year. 
-Pink or white blossom 

3.  Plane Tree 
-Very large trees 20-50m  
-Most common tree in London 
-Process of shedding their own bark 
makes them adept for urban polluted 
climate 
-Wide crown with powerful branches 
-Commonly used as avenue and 
boundary trees due to height and 
slender structure 
-Leaves: Maple shaped with pointy 
angles  
-Spikey round nuts all year round

4.  Ash Tree 
-Grows to 30m  
-Usually tall and thin but crown can be 
round 
-Good street tree 
-Suited to height and adapted to poor/
wet soil 
-Leaves: compound 
-Late to develop foliage in spring and 
early to shed leaves 
-Yellow clustered flowers and 
helicopters  
 

5.  Chestnut Tree 
-The Conker Tree! Traditional English 
school game  
-Grows to 30 m  
-Best in large open spaces as stocky 
with low branches  
-Cone shaped white flowers 
-Leaves: compound 

6.  Lime Tree 
-Grows to 30m. Usually tall and thin but 
crown can be round  
-Good street tree  
-Adapted to poor/wet soil 
-Leaves: compound 
-Late to develop foliage in spring and 
early to shed leaves 
-Yellow clustered flowers and 
helicopter samaras estor. 

7.  Silver Birth Tree 
-Native British Tree 
-Slim delicate trunk and branches 
-Very popular for urban landscaping 
-Leaves: shiny diamond shaped  
-Distinctive white bark 

Camberwell Grove

1 2 3 4

5 6 7
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04.09 Proposed Trees 

There are a number of trees on site which will be retained as they are healthy and have a 
reasonable remaining lifespan. Others which are decaying or offer little amenity or interest 
will be removed and replacements will be planted. Others will be replaced to allow the 
pavement to be widened.

As part of the evolution of the proposals, the design team met with Oliver Stutter, Tree 
Officer at Southwark Council, on the site and agreed the following (Refer to the DMA tree 
drawing, DMA 070 for a tree by tree analysis);
  
-Trees 37 and 38 (Sycamores) are of little value and can be removed
-Tree 18 (Willow) is of little value and could be removed
-We agreed Tree 19 (multi-stem sycamore) could be removed
-Tree 26 (poor quality flowering cherry) is poor quality and can be removed
-Trees 27,28 (limes) and the Elder bush are in line of the proposed avenue and can be 
replaced
-The group of multi-stem sycamores on the Grove Lane boundary (20-25) will be 
retained. 

In total 8 trees on the site will be will be replaced. Species and girth sizes will be agreed 
with Southwark Council.  

The proposals include relocating the boundary wall/railing position to increase the width 
of the pavement on Grove Lane. It has been agreed with Oliver Stutter that, in order to 
allow this to happen two sycamores S01 and S02 will be removed and replaced with 
semi-mature specimens of a greater quality to the existing trees with longer life spans 
and more variety, as will an un-tagged sycamore on the corner of the site adjacent to 
Lyndhurst School. Species and girth sizes will be agreed with Southwark Council.   

In total there will be a significant increase in the number of high quality and long lasting 
trees on the application site as part of the proposals and as discussed with the tree 
officer. 

Key 

Drawing showing tree proposals 

Images below; Retained trees on site 
As agreed key trees, 21-25, 17 and 16 will 
be retained 

21-25 17 16



                           www.dugganmorrisarchitects.com / A125 / 63

04.10 Landscape and pocket green spaces

Existing conditions
Unlike the STC building, many buildings in the local area make good use of pockets of 
green space around them. Trees, flowers and climbing plants form a key part of the street 
scene. Gardens have a particular English urban garden character. Buildings are often 
planted with creepers and climbers and planting is often used as a screening device 
defining external landscape spaces.   

As well as Camberwell Grove, Grove Lane and the other formal, rectilinear streets, there 
also exists a network of more informal paths and lanes where the architecture is more 
relaxed and has a more domestic scale and character. This contributes significantly to 
the area and creates a village feeling of the area. 

Domestic scale
The idea of smaller and domestic scale buildings and gardens was allied to early 
thoughts about the project during the immersion process, (see Appendix 1). Experiencing 
learning through pocket gardens and external spaces of beauty and quality is thought to 
be beneficial to learners and to assist with mental health and well being.  

Properties in Camberwell Grove and Grove Lane have some excellent examples of 
private gardens. Common features in local garden spaces are:
-Garden walls  
–Hedges and planting defining boundaries 
–Planting in pots as well as the ground 
–Soft colour in painted doors and walls
–Controlled views into semi public-private spaces 

Key 

Images above 

1. Creepers inhabiting walls 

2. Mature trees in shared garden 

1

2

1

2
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04.10 Landscape and pocket green spaces 

Pocket parks
Adjacent to the building on the south, east and west sides will be exterior landscaped 
spaces easily accessible to and from the building, conceived as outdoor rooms or pocket 
parks. There is are also two ‘pocket terraces’ on the upper floors of the building offering 
unique breakout space from adjacent meeting rooms. 

The landscaping will contain selected planting suitable for their environments. There will 
be small trees and a wide range of seasonal flowering plants giving year-round colour 
and interest. Planting will also be selected to increase biodiversity and natural habitats. 

Avenue
On the south side of the building there will be a more formal collection of trees planted 
to form the beginning of the tree lined avenue across the Campus. There will be fixed 
furniture to encourage occupation in the summer months.

Pocket meadow
On the east side of the building in the garden to the front and Grove Lane there will be 
soft landscaping and planting to work in harmony with the existing sycamore trees. 
Between the trees there will be a wildflower meadow. This will add to the Conservation 
Area and provide an attractive and seasonally changing garden backdrop to the main 
entry. 

Green roof
The upper part of the flat roof on the north side, will not be accessible. It will be a planted 
green roof of 100mm of growing medium to support plug planting to encourage bio-
diversity. On the south side there will be a PV array as a key part of the renewable energy 
strategy. 

Refer to DMA landscape drawing DMA 071 and Trees drawing 070 for more detail on the 
proposals. 

Key 

1. Drawing showing proposals   
 
2. Hard landscaping treatments & planting 

3. External teaching 

4. Planted roofs 

5. Roof terraces 

6. Naturalistic planting  
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05. Access and inclusive design strategy
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05.01 Servicing, refuse and recycling

Servicing
Provision for service vehicles will be made as follows:

Emergency service vehicles
The site currently benefits from a one-way route for emergency vehicles to enter and 
egress the site via Grove Lane.  This service route is to be retained.

Waste and Recycling 
SLaM FT have their own waste/recycling management facilities on the Maudsley Hospital 
campus which currently serve the existing Southwark Training Centre.  The intention is to 
continue this arrangement.  Waste and recyclable materials will continue to be collected 
at the centre and transferred to waste compactors elsewhere on the campus.     

A bin room will be provided for on the lower ground floor of the building (see diagram, 
left). This will be able to accommodate the dedicated recycling requirements to meet the 
BREEAM assessment. 

-Bins will currently collected on a daily basis  
-Waste will be split into two categories: domestic waste and recyclable waste 
-Waste will be collected on a daily basis and transferred to compactors on Campus
-Waste may be collected manually, by wheely bin or electric wheely bin
-Domestic and recyclable waste will be collected by lorry by a waste contractor
-The waste contractor sorts the recyclable waste
-Sani-bins will be collected by a separate contractor

Other service vehicles
Other service vehicles for stationery deliveries and the like are expected to be mostly 
smaller commercial vehicles such as vans and transit vans.  Provision is made for these 
vehicles in the proposals either to turn within the car park or to utilise the same service 
route as the emergency vehicles. Detailed track analysis has been carried out, refer to teh 
report by Colin Buchanan which accompanies this submission. 

     

Servicing, refuse and recycling diagram 
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05.02 Transport 

For full details, refer to the Transport Assessment by Colin Buchanan which accompanies 
this submission. This assessment is based on guidance set out in LB Southwark’s 
Sustainable Transport Supplementary Planning Document.  The assessment will has 
been undertaken in close dialogue with SLaM’s Transport Manager. A summary of 
findings are set out below. 

Location of development
The site is located within easy walking distance of several transport nodes including 
Denmark Hill mainline rail station and multiple bus routes along Denmark Hill and 
Champion Park accessing central London and other main transport nodes (Waterloo, 
Elephant & Castle). The site’s location has a PTAL 5 accessibility rating and is within a 
Public Transport Accessibility Zone, an area which has better access to public transport 
than others, as laid out in the Southwark Plan.

Transport impacts
According to the TfL PTAL generator, the site has a PTAL rating of 5, out of a possible 6. 
The existing travel patterns to and from the STC have been derived using data has been 
provided by SLaM. This included data on course attendance, together with travel survey 
data for the entire SLaM organization collected as part of their travel planning exercise.

The surveys indicate that 85% of SLaM FT staff (including staff at the STC) travel to and 
from work by sustainable modes. Since the STC serves training needs of staff within 
SLaM, the business travel data has been used to determine how staff travel on business. 
This indicates that 78% of staff travel by sustainable modes for business.

These results, together with projected staff and learner numbers for the new facility have 
been used in order to determine the number of staff and learner trips for the new facility.

Walking and cycling
The Travel Plan will set out a strategy to encourage further walking and cycling by staff 
members, learners and other users. The new building will accommodate 16 secure and 
covered external cycle parking and 3 internal spaces with 2 showers/changing facilities.   

Public transport
The Travel Plan will set out a strategy to encourage use of Public Transport. 

Car parking
As part of the objective to encourage walking, cycling and use of Public Transport, 
it is proposed to reduce the number of spaces from 18 to 8 spaces. There may be a 
possibility to incorporate a charging station for electric vehicles.

Parking Standards for the disabled or mobility impaired
Two spaces will be accessible parking spaces and allocated for disabled or mobility 
impaired staff members or visitors in accordance with policy.

Other parking
Provision for two motorcycle parking spaces will also be made. Capacity analysis of 
the site access has been undertaken. The results indicate that the site access is able to 
accommodate the small number of car trips anticipated (which are associated with staff). 
It is proposed to service the facility within the site itself, with two dedicated loading bays 
being provided. 

Transport diagram 
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05.03 Accessibility 

The building is designed to be fully accessible to all users. All elements will be designed 
to comply with the aspirations of the Disability Discrimination Act.  

- There will be a level entry from the street, from the Maudsley campus and from the car 
parking area into the building at both levels at ground floor. The access routes will be 
large enough for disabled users and people assisting them.

- The levels will be surfaced to allow people to pass along them easily. 

- There will be two dedicated parking bays for those with mobility impairments.

- Wherever there is a toilet facility, there is a separate disabled toilet

- There is a part M compliant disabled shower on the ground floor and on the lower 
ground floor

- All of the staircases in the building will be designed for ambulant disabled use.

- Internal circulation will be designed for ambulant disabled use. There will be refuge 
points in the protected lobbies of the escape stairs with call buttons.
 
- Hazards will be avoided on access routes.

- Access into the building will be clearly signed and doors will be accessible and  self-
powered.

- There will be one large (13 person) double sided fully accessible lifts serving all half 
floors.

- All facilities in the building will de designed to accommodate all users with a variety of 
needs including lighting, sanitary facilities, technology etc etc. 

- There will be induction loops and facilities for those with hearing impairments 

- There will also be consideration given to those with impaired sight to ensure that the 
design complies with the Disability Discrimination Act. 

 

Key 

Accessibility diagrams 

Top- Lower ground 

Bottom- Ground floor 
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06. Building concepts and design strategy
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06.01 Buildings with horizontal banding and hierarchy 

Existing condition
Whilst conducting the Context Study, (see appendix 2), it was noted that buildings in the 
context are not always terraced but often are executed as distinct ‘pavilions’ and have 
their own sense of proportion. They are often set back from the street, and have carefully 
considered horizontal and vertical proportions. 

Horizontal banding is picked out on their brick facades in a particular way. This forms 
a counterpoint to the vertical composition, driven by rectangular window openings and 
rectangular glass panes. 

A hierarchy is formed on the facade of these buildings as window openings decrease in 
size moving up the building and the internal ceiling heights decrease. 

The buildings are often set into the ground with split lower and upper ground floor plates.

Often the ‘plinth’ or base of these buildings is rendered in a different colour, texture or 
finish. 

  

Key 

Images from Grove Lane and Camberwell 
Grove 

1.  Pavilion -like massing

2.  Horizontal and vertical banding 

3.  Hierarchy  

1

2

3



                           www.dugganmorrisarchitects.com / A125 / 79

1

2

3

06.01 Buildings with horizontal banding and hierarchy

Architectural concept
Our adopted strategy is to create an architecture which is rooted in its context yet 
contemporary in its execution. 

Brick facade with horizontal banding  
The facade has simple vertical and horizontal proportions. The brick skin is punctuated 
by regular windows. Brick is a material which has an important ‘grain’ and texture and 
a feeling of permanence and solidity. Brick’s familiar proportions will give the building 
a sense of scale and place. The building is set out on a 1200mm module which has a 
human proportion to it. 

The building’s floor plates are split across a central void, following the natural fall in the lie 
of the site, reducing its overall height and bulk within its context. This split floor plate will 
be expressed on the facade through simple horizontal banding in a contemporary version 
of that seen on the neighbouring Georgian houses.  

Hierarchy 
The building will be designed with a facade which has a richness of detail and 
consideration of scale and proportion. The proposed building will be a contemporary 
take on the facades of the Georgian houses, which reflect reduced ceiling heights on the 
upper, servant levels, this proposal will reflect the fact that the is an important function 
space on the top floor, with higher ceilings and larger openings. 

Key 

1.  1200mm module (yellow line)

2.  Horizontal banding forms datum 

3.  Hierarchy of openings 

1200
module
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06.02 Buildings with brick skin 

Existing local condition
Although brick buildings dominate the area there is not a consistent colour, type or finish. 
This offers variety and adds character and texture to the streetscape. Rendered buildings 
or buildings not surveyed are shown in black on map, opposite.  Rendered buildings or 
buildings in a different material appear in black 
 

Key 

1.  Light coloured bricks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Typically known as london stocks. 

2.  Red bricks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maudsley main building and some of 
the other key buildings on the site such 
as Mapother House. 

3.  Brown bricks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many of the post war buildings 
including the STC are in brown brick

2

3

1
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06.02 Buildings with brick skin 

Proposed skin 
The building will be clad in a brick skin. Brick has been chosen as it is the dominant 
material of the context and its tone, colour, texture and variation is one of the key 
attributes which draw the design team to it as a material. 

There are many reasons for proposing a brick skin. The main aspect is its highly 
contextual relationship to the surrounding streets and Georgian buildings. Brick is also 
highly sustainable gaining the BRE’s A+ rating for sustainability. Brick has a high thermal 
mass, long life expectancy with low maintenance requirements. Brick is also cost 
effective and can be locally sourced. Bricks properly detailed with lime mortar is a natural 
and healthy building material.

Brick’s rhythm and proportion also has a significant effect on reducing the scale and 
mass of buildings and it’s human hand sized module is particularly relevant in dealing 
with buildings encouraging mental health and wellbeing, something also central to the 
Framework for the Maudsley Hospital Campus. 

Brick selection will be based upon durability, strength, availability, colour, texture and 
location of manufacture. We are proposing a mid-grey brick with a percentage of red 
bricks  added into the selection. We have investigated several options for the percentage 
of reds in the panels, shown on the left.

The boundary wall framing the garden in front of the building will be executed in a 
carefully selected red, referencing the Maudsley Hospital’s original building and several 
other red brick buildings on Grove Lane. The wall will be built in a  special semi-open 
brick bond, where the perpends of the bricks are pulled apart from eachother missing to 
allow transparency to the garden. These ‘missing’ red bricks then conceptually ‘find their 
way’ and are mixed into the grey bricks in the brick panels of the building behind. The 
mix of the concrete banding and paneling on the facade will be selected to be as close in 
tone to the greys selected to make up the panels of the facade. 

Proposed frame
An internal fair faced concrete frame will allow the building to be as open and flexible 
as possible. A reinforced concrete frame is an efficient way of creating the spans we 
require internally with an efficient use of material it also contributes to the environmental 
performance lowering energy demand and also improves the acoustic performance. 
Concrete can also be a highly articulate material defined by its aggregate, the sand 
cement mixture and the formwork.  

Whilst detached from the internal frame for thermal reasons, the external concrete 
horizontal and vertical banding signifies this concrete frame internally and the split floor 
plate is articulated on the facade of the building, symbolising the efforts we have made 
to increase connectivity and transparancy throughout the internal spaces of the building. 
The external concrete frame will have a stone-like appearance and the colour will be 
selected to match the brick selection in colour and tone.   

Key 

Images of brick testing visuals 

1. Top row- Images above showing 
investigations into brick colour/amount 
of ‘red’ brick mixed ino the grey brick 
of the facade 

2. Middle row- Images showing 
investigations into brick colour- grey/
brown/heavier red 

3. Bottom row- Investigations into north 
west corner, whether panels behind 
double height space should be brick, 
concrete or glazed. We chose brick. 
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06.03 Plan and section concept: ‘Terrain’ the ‘Shells and the ‘Decks’

Significant numbers of innovative buildings built for education in recent years. The best 
of these deliver spaces which enable new types of learning to take place. Our concept is 
that the building will have three main types of space which we have named the ‘Terrain’, 
‘Shells’ and ‘Decks’. 

Vision Statement 4, (refer to Appendix 1), states that the building should ‘stimulate 
community engagement’. By creating a large and accessible ground floor with a strong 
street presence, we hope it will encourage this to occur. With the set back and the 
Avenue entrance, the building will have a clear entrance on Grove Lane. This also seeks 
to meet vision statement 9 which states that the building should be ‘welcoming, friendly 
and accessible to all’.   

The Terrain encompasses the ground floor of the building and the surrounding 
landscaped areas on all sides. It is a significant free-flowing space where the divide 
between inside and outside is purposefully blurred. Material and aesthetic treatments 
will be the consistent. Materials will be simple and robust, hard wearing and long lasting. 
There will be openings on the facade to allow access to the landscape. 

Vision statement 3 states that the building should be a hub for all the teaching and 
learning within the organisation. The project requires a number of robust, efficient and 
adaptable teaching spaces that can accommodate a substantial amount of teaching 
that is currently taking place in very poor quality facilities dotted around the campus. The 
shells are so-called because they are simple functional spaces that are flexible, i.e. they 
can be reconfigured to give a range of different sized rooms. 

Vision statement 8 states that the building should encourage and promote interaction 
between all it’s users. The decks are key interconnected spaces placed on the half 
landings across the central void. Placed next to the shells, they will not be specifically 
programmed with day-to-day events but allow ad-hock and informal meetings and 
exchanges to take place. 

The Decks (in red, left) are the key spaces that connect the building together. They will 
not be enclosed but will be populated with informal furniture and will have an acoustically 
controlled environment which will allow sensitive conversations to take place. The decks 
will be designed with the same language as the staircase like large staircase landings 
in a Georgian townhouse. The decks will be some of the most enjoyable spaces in the 
building as they will enjoy sunlight from the top-lit south facing void. 

The shells (in blue, left) are self-contained spaces where activities which require a degree 
of anonymity can take place, accommodating traditional teaching. They are flexible to 
house a variety of different uses whether this is a teaching space, a meeting room or a 
lecture space. They are strategically placed on the edges of the building to allow for the 
maximum degree of cross-ventilation to occur through the spaces and the maximum 
daylighting factor. 

Key 

Early concept diagrams 

1. Early concept diagram showing the 
advantages of the extended terrain 
indoors and outdoors.  

2. The shells and the decks 

  

1

2

Visiting delegates

IoP staff entry
SLaM staff entry

Views Garden

Grove Lane
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06.04 Plan and Section detail workshops

The design has progressed through rigorous testing and analysis of detail options. This 
process resulted in 20 options, each with various sub-options, which were assessed and 
analysed in design workshops with the design team, other members of Duggan Morris 
Architects and other external consultants including the structural engineer (Elliott Wood) 
and the environmental engineer (Skelly and Couch). 

The option studies were concerned with the following;

-Location of cores, including means of escape, position of staircases, lifts and circulation 
areas.
-Size and location of voids and solids, including internal and external terraces.
-Environmental considerations including sunlight and daylight penetration into the spaces 
and the ability to cross-ventilate them with fresh air.
- Location and number of toilets.
- Accessibility and ease of circulation. 
- Variation in sizes of spaces. 
- Distribution of the various types of spaces in the building (teaching, office, break-out, 
exhibition).
-Anticipated typical and maximum occupancy.
 

Key 

Images from Design workshops 

1. Reviewing models and studies 

2. Toilets and stairs studies 
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06.05 Plan, grid, and section studies

The idea for a void in the centre of the building has been extensively investigated, to do 
the following;

-Create a building that has functional spaces that are all naturally ventilated.
-Create a building which does not rely on internal corridors for circulation. 
-Create a building that is well connected internally.

The key functional spaces are placed on the corners of the floor plans, allowing them 
to have two sides of external facade, this gives the spaces a better daylight factor and 
enables maximum cross-ventilation. 

An efficient grid
The diagrams on the left show sketch plans of early options. The first column shows 
the structural grid of each option. We were investigating with the help of Elliot Wood 
appropriate spans for the concrete frame. Initially spans as large as possible up to 
11m were investigated to allow for maximum flexibility and column free spaces in the 
ground floor open spaces. After investigation we found that although this was technically 
possible it gave beam depths which were felt to be too large for a building of this scale. A 
grid of 5-7m spans felt more appropriate and has a scale which feels more natural. 

Void position 
In each of the options different positions of the void were investigated. The central 
column on the left show the atrium or void spaces on each floor. We also considered 
the use of individual chimneys in each of the key functional spaces instead of a void 
to allow for passive stack ventilation without the loss of floor space but this resulted in 
windowless corridors to navigate the building. The connected void or atrium embodies 
more of the aspirations of the scheme.    

Key 

Plan studies, from left to right 

1. Grids 

2. Voids 

3. Space analysis 
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06.06 Sustainability

Policy background 
Paragraph 34 of PPS1: Delivering Sustainable Development (2005), adds ‘good design 
should contribute positively to making places better for people’, whilst paragraph 35 
states ‘[good design] means ensuring a place will function well and adds to the overall 
character and quality of the area, not just for the short term but over the lifetime of the 
development’. Good design should be ‘integrated into the existing urban form and the 
natural and built environments’. 

The clients have aspired to achieve a valuable and sustainable building, balancing the 
benefits of the 3 three principles of sustainability, society, environment and economy.

The design of the proposed development has been focussed on providing low energy, 
robust but beautiful and flexible spaces which can be used for learning and to host a 
range of events and activities, in order to extend the lifetime of the development and 
maintain its use. 

BREEAM
We have also chosen to use BREEAM, the leading sustainability assessment method. 
The current predicted BREEAM score for the project is at 73.33%, Excellent. This 
is based upon a critical appraisal of all the credits against the proposed design and 
construction through BREEAM workshops and all subsequent analysis and discussions. 
BREEAM target rating for the project is Very Good with an aspiration for Excellent which 
requires a minimum score of 70%. 

The early involvement of a BREEAM assessor has ensured that the credits that require 
early action have been considered and carried out at or prior to RIBA stages B and C. In 
addition, all of the mandatory credits required to achieve an Excellent rating have been 
tackled.

Sustainability strategy
The design exceeds Part L 2010 and will hopefully achieve an Office BREEAM rating of 
“Excellent”. The environmental strategy for the building is fundamental and addresses the 
following points:  

-Low fabric heat loss
-Maximising daylight
-Efficient natural ventilation
-Free energy (night-time cooling)
-Limited overheating
-Minimised water usage
-Sustainable materials
-Efficient services
-A flexible and adaptable form
-Renewable energy generation

For further detail on all of these points, refer to the Sustainability Checklist by Skelly and 
Couch. In response to Southwark’s Strategic Policy 13 ‘High environmental standards’ 
this checklist confirms that Part L 2010 standards are exceeded by 49%; with 29% due 
to energy efficient design and 20% due to renewables.
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06.09 Daylight/ sunlight analysis and external lighting

Daylighting
Running parallel to the architectural options testing excersise has been a computerised 
analysis of the designs, carried out by our environmental engineers, Skelly and Couch, 
which is key to the building achieving its ‘Excellent’ rating. The model investigated 
assumptions we had made in the design options and the consequences of them. This 
became an iterative process, with the findings of their analysis feeding back into the 
architectural proposals. 

The engineers identified that there was significant over-shadowing of the site from 
neighbouring buildings and therefore, although we were designing a stand alone 
structure, we would have to work hard to ensure that the spaces in the new building had 
a good daylight factor, to minimise the use of artificial lighting. 

The input from the model led to the following key decisions;

-To place the core on the west side of the building where there is the most 
overshadowing form the SGDP building. 
-To naturally ventilate the spaces with a void in the centre of the plan, acting as a natural 
stack drawing air through the spaces all year round. 
-To step the back the void across the building’s footprint towards the south side, to allow 
the maximum penetration of sunlight into the internal break-out areas around the void. 

The design has been developed to maximise the use of daylight within the building. 
Generous floor to ceiling heights with most activity spaces being lit from two sides. The 
void has been positioned to allow daylight and sunlight deep into the plan. Average 
daylight factors of between 2% and 3% have been targeted in the teaching spaces and 
between 4% and 5% in the central circulation area, which is excellent. 

A daylighting analysis has been carried out to check that the glazed areas
are sufficient in the seminar/teaching spaces to allow artificial lighting to be turned off. 
Refer to Skelly and Couch Sustainability Checklist for further details. 

External lighting
The majority of pedestrian areas around the site will maintain their existing street lighting. 
Therefore analysis in the sustainability checklist by Skelly and Couch is related to the 
feature lighting at the entrance to the building, the lighting immediately outside the 
emergency exits, covered bike store areas, parking bays and the roof terrace. Only good 
colour rendering lights are to be specified as these are better for CCTV coverage. In 
addition to the guidance given, other documents provide guidance on the light levels 
required for more specific situations. For example, the CIBSE LG6 (1992) states that 
public car parks should be lit to 20lux and BS 5489-1:2003 states that open steps and 
ramps should be lit to 30lux.

The Lighting Proposals for the New Development
The purpose of the lighting installations will be:
-For safety of movement around the site after dark
-For security of persons leaving or entering the property after dark
-To highlight the main entrance of the building after dark  

While satisfying the need for safety of movement only requires the ground to be lit, the 
need for safety and security means that a larger volume of light is required, so that a 
person’s face or intentions can be recognised from a safe distance. 

The proposals will conform to the ILE ‘Guidance Notes for the Reduction of Light 
Pollution’ which defines limits for four forms of obtrusive light, sky glow, light trespass 
onto adjacent properties, source intensity or glare, and building luminance for all four of
the CIE Zones. Refer to the Sustainability Checklist for further details. 

Key 

Environmental study, from left to right 

1. Average daylight factors 

2. Daylight on plans 

3. Core position option testing 
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06.08 Proposals: Split floorplate  

An important moment in the development of the scheme was the introduction of the idea 
of a split floorplate. The Georgian buildings are often split front to back, this is a reference 
to this alignment but a contemporary take on it which encapsulates many aspirations of 
the project architecturally;

-The floors of the building are aligned apart by half of one storey. The result is that the 
floors of the building feel much more connected as the difference between each half 
storey is half of what it would have been between traditionally.   

- This difference is appreciated spatially as it occurs around the open void in the centre of 
the building, animating this space and giving it spatial variation and interest. 

- It gives rise to a staircase composed of half flights. These half flights open up to 
become large landings which we term the ‘deck’ spaces.  

-The stair becomes an attractive and interesting feature of the building and encourages 
users to use it rather than the lift. 

-This increases chance meetings of the building’s users. This in turn promotes informal 
conversations and meetings, embodying many of the aspirations of the project to 
stimulate and foster interconnected thinking and cross-fertilization of ideas within the 
organization. 

-It follows the natural fall in the land on the site. This creates a stepped ground floor 
condition, creating a space which can be used for informal one-to-one meetings or 
creates a natural amphitheater suited to one-off larger lecture events. 

-The terraced ground floor enables a more logical and straightforward connection from 
the ground floor to the sloping surrounding landscape. 

-The split section also reduces the overall height of the building as it steps down to the 
lower level on the north side. 

-The central void steps back to the south side of the building opening up to the south 
allowing natural sunlight to flood the deck spaces and the central part of the ground 
floorplate. 
     

Key 

1. Controlled light in the shells 

2. Direct sunlight in the decks 

3. Shading on south side 

4. Hot air out 

5. Cold air in  
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06.09 Facade concept and development

Existing condition 
Buildings in the area have a number of ornate, finely crafted details, particularly within 
doorways, window lintels and cills, and balustrades or Juliette balconies.  These are 
not only noticeable on the large buildings along Grove Lane and Camberwell Grove and 
Denmark Hill but also the smaller buildings in the area.

There are celebrated entries of colourfully painted front doors, arched banding rhythms 
on ground floor façades using render or brick patterning, delicate metal balconies and 
front gates and individually patterned fanlight windows over entrance doorways. Whilst 
the buildings are often regular and built in a simple grid, these details create a sense of 
pride and intimate scale to the buildings and their surroundings. 

Key 

Images above 

1. Rhythm of arched openings 

2. Coloured door openings 

3. Fanlights above doors 

4. Metal detailing 
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06.09 Facade concept and development

Early card model studies
With studies, the team were testing some of the following;
-A simple brick skin with rectangular openings punctured in it
-A brick skin with window openings placed ontop of it
-A grid whereby the split floor plate is ‘lost’ in a subtle shift of grid on the external facade. 
-A brick skin where the split floor plate is ‘expressed’ on the external facade
-How to express the split in the floor plate on the facade
-Whether the facade should be a solid with holes in it or a frame or skeleton    
-Whether the openings should be ‘windows’ or lost behind the grid
-Whether the openings should be reducing in size further up the facade
-A plinth with a different grid above it
-A solid boundary which wraps the garden in front creating an ‘outdoor room’ for learning
    

Key 

Images of skin studies 

1. Assembly of some of the various 
cardboard models created with laser 
cutter technology  

2. Occasionally facade studies were turned 
into more complete building models, 
exploring boundary wall and other 
spacial conditions 

  

1

2



                           www.dugganmorrisarchitects.com / A125 / 101

06.09 Facade concept and development

Proposals: Detail development 
The skin of the building is envisaged as a delicately detailed repeat module of solid and 
transparent elements of brick and window framed by vertical and horizontal concrete 
elements. Where this ‘hit and miss’ pattern occurs there are teaching spaces within. 
Signaling other conditions behind the facade, there is more glazing, or less glazing, or 
more or less brickwork, or panels of concrete. The articulation of the junction between 
these elements is crucial and has been subject to extensive design development, see the 
options on the left. 

The windows will be a high performance proprietary system of anodized aluminium. The 
aluminium windows will allow the degree of thermal performance required for the building 
to achieve it’s BREEAM Excellent rating. 

The windows will be simple in detail and sightlines to ensure an elegance on the facades 
and have a automated upper element which will allow for the flow of fresh air into the 
spaces. High level openings will be automated allowing free flow of fresh air in the 
daytime and cooling air at night as part of the passive low energy environmental strategy.   

The interior exposed fair faced concrete slabs will be supported by fair faced pre-cast 
columns, which will be expressed as a separate element adjacent to the internal brick 
finish. Depending on the most appropriate construction technique, the wall panels may 
be pre-fabricated sandwich panels allowing high quality controlled manufacture off site 
and rapid assembly on site. 

Key 

1. Concrete frame  

2. Internal brick skin 

3.  Pre-cast fair faced concrete elements 

4. External brickwork 

  

1
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06.11 Facade concept and development

Brick skin development 
The brick skin will be articulated by finely crafted pre-cast fair-faced concrete horizontal 
and vertical elements. The quality of the pre-cast concrete will be the best available and 
it will be light in colour with a smooth and fine ‘class C’ (highest class of finish) surface. 
It may include additives such as limestone fines to change it’s colour to lighten it and 
match the tone and quality of the brickwork more closely. 

The images on the left show investigation into the detail design of the brick and 
concrete facade. The top row are computer generated images and the bottom row are 
photographs of cardboard model studies. 

The early studies (top, left) show a flush brick panel with the concrete frames forming the 
reveals only and the glazing running the full height of the openings. 

The final option, top right, show a more detailed facade composed of an expressed 
concrete frame with windows set back in deep reveals. 

We have chosen this option as it reflects the aspiration to reflect the character of the 
buildings studied in the local context within the Camberwell Grove Conservation Area. 
The vertical concrete elements are akin to the plastered reveals observed in the buildings 
in the context. 

Key 

Top row- computer generated  

Bottom row- cardboard model 
investigations 
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06.11 Facade concept and development

Facade development
The facade has been established to allow dynamism and variation within a defined 
regular grid. This is rooted in an understanding of the buildings in the context but it also 
allows the facade of the building to contain variation and interest, reflecting the varying 
activities occurring behind it. 

Teaching and event spaces are represented with a simple alternating window/wall panel 
module. The modules are at a spacing of 1200mm, a human proportion in width. 

For detailed annotated drawings refer to the full planning drawings which accompany this 
submission. 

  

Key  

Images, clockwise from above 

1.  Brick panels 

2.  Glazing 

3.  Concrete panels 

4.  Open (terrace behind)  

  

1.  East elevation (from Grove Lane) 2. West elevation (from Campus)

3. South elevation (from Campus) 4. North elevation (from Campus)
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06.12 Final Facade drawings

Facade development
The red brick front boundary wall, which references the context and the Maudsley main 
building, gives way to a grey brick behind which is similar in tone to the concrete facade 
cladding. 

Within the 1200mm rigorous grid of the facade panels, there are several different 
treatments to the in-fills which follow a clear set of rules informing of the activity taking 
place behind. 

Where there are large or special spaces, of public activity, such as the foyer or the large 
lower ground floor space, the hit-and miss alternate brick/glazing pattern gives way to 
more glazing panels to contribute to the daylight in those spaces and ease of access/
egress and also give greater views to the landscape from within and of activity taking 
place from outside. 

Where there is a void terrace behind, there is a simple concrete balustrade- giving a clear 
distinction from the internal spaces which are signaled by a brick panel. 

  

Key 

Drawings  

1. Brick panels 

2. Anodized aluminimum glazing system 

3. Pre-cast concrete frame 
 

4. Pre-cast concrete panels 

5. Open (terrace behind)  

6. Open red brick boundary wall 

7. Pre-cast concrete plinth   

8. Full width glazed sliding entry 
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06.13 1:100 model photographs 

Throughout the design process the team have made 1:100 models of the proposals at 
each step of the way. Modelmaking is an integral part of the design process and enables 
the team to test ideas. 1:100 models such as this enable the team to test; the facade and 
the relationship between the elements on the facade, landscape and relationship of the 
proposals to the streetscape and the mass and scale of the building as a whole. 

Above: Images of 1:100 model 
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6.14 Views from Grove Lane 
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06.15 Conclusions

The design team has undergone a process with the intention that the design which 
evolves acknowledges it’s rich context within the conservation area but whilst pursuing a 
contemporary ideology. 

The process has been informed by a lengthy and detailed consultation process involving 
internal and external consultation with the community, immediate neighbours, local 
authority, including the Southwark Design Review Panel and the Community Council, 
many potential users and user groups including staff and potential visitors. The design 
is a result of this excersise and also of the extensive research undertaken by the team 
including many interviews and some 25 building visits. We also submitted a suite 
of extensive pre-applicatoin documents to the London Borough of Southwark for 
consultation. 

The team have ensured that the proposed building meets these expectations and fits the 
brief and the intended uses. 

The location of the site within the Camberwell Grove and Grove Lane Conservation 
sub-area has been the key factor in this design approach adopted, whilst trying to realise 
the key Vision for SLaM. The team believe that the design  arrived at delivered the best 
solution for the Maudsley Hospital Campus and is a major asset for the Conservation 
Area and improves the street scene on Grove Lane. 

In summary the complete project team has ensured that the proposed building will be a 
truly world class facility in function and in design. 

Image of proposal from courtyard 
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